Third suspect arrested in connection with Meridian murder case
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Police are investigating a homicide in the 2500 block of West Snyder Street in Meridian. Neighbors found the body of a 45-year-old man when they went to feed the cat.

Patrick Orr - Idaho Statesman

Edition Date: 04/14/08

The third suspect in the kidnapping and murder of Douglas Halpin in his Meridian residence earlier this month was arrested in Bakersfield, Calif., early Monday morning. 

John Joseph Green, 28, is being held in the Kern County Jail with no bail on a second-degree kidnapping arrest warrant out of Ada County, according to jail records. 

Green was recently identified as the third suspect in the case and was arrested sometime early Monday. He was booked into the Kern County Jail just after 4 a.m., according to jail records. 

No information was available Monday on what led to Green's arrest. 

Two other people have been arrested in connection to the case, although no one has yet been charged with murder. Both Green and Hahn have waived extradition hearings and could soon be brought to Idaho, said Sgt. Ed Komin with the Kern County Sheriff’s department. 

“Mr. Green has misdemeanor charges to be adjudicated in the next few days, and those should be taken care of quickly,” Komin said. 

Stanley Hahn, 44, was arrested and charged with kidnapping in the central California town of Bakersfield on Thursday. Halpin’s ex-girlfriend, 41-year-old Karen Miller, also is charged with kidnapping and is in the Ada County Jail on $750,000 bond. 

While it is unclear why Halpin was killed, police say evidence suggests that Miller, Hahn and Green conspired to kidnap Halpin, according to court records, Ada County prosecutors say Miller, who also goes by Karen Lanae LaFollette, gave Hahn and another man keys to her home sometime between April 1 and April 6 so the men could "cause (Halpin) to be secretly confined, imprisoned and kept against his will." 

Miller also is accused of telling the men to buy tape and rope to bind Halpin and of lying to police about it later, according to court records obtained by the Idaho Statesman. 

When Halpin was found Sunday night by Miller, who told police she came home to feed a cat, his hands and feet were tied together. He died from blunt force trauma to the head, according to Meridian police and Ada County coroner reports. 

Prosecutors told 4th District Magistrate James Cawthon on Thursday that Miller needed a high bond because she had connections to Bakersfield -- the same hometown as Hahn -- and was a flight risk. 

Police have said little about the relationship between Halpin and Miller, or the relationship between Miller and the two Bakersfield residents, Green and Hahn. 

Court records indicate Halpin and Miller had a contentious relationship that involved at least two arrests last summer for domestic disturbances, according to court records. 

On July 17, Miller told police Halpin was her "ex-boyfriend" after she accused him of hitting her, breaking into her home and stealing her cell phone earlier that day. Halpin was arrested and charged with misdemeanor counts of battery, unlawful entry and petit theft. 

Halpin was arrested on July 18 after Miller told police he was banging and kicking on the door of the Snyder Drive home. 

All of those charges were eventually dropped after Halpin pleaded guilty to the unlawful entry charge. Halpin listed the Snyder Drive house as his home on several court documents.

